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1 a.m. on Election Night:
Nate Stafford went to bed accepting that he wouldn’t know
America’s future until he woke
to his alarm later that morning.
A little after: Ahmad Albalawi
turned his eyes away from Twitter election results and went to
bed, remembering that he and
the entire world were watching
this election.
2 a.m.: Kali Lenhoff turned in
for the night, her eyes evidence
she had cried at the final results.
2:30 a.m.: Gabrielle Swenson
went to bed still shocked at the
turn of events.
3 a.m.: Duncan Schwartz stayed
awake to calm himself down,
before he could shut his eyes.
...
Five voices, all with a different
opinions of the election, see a
divide within America. It’s Republicans and Democrats, but
it’s deeper than that.
How did we get here?
How do we move forward?

The Bernie supporter, Clinton voter
Duncan Schwartz didn’t believe
in voting until Bernie Sanders announced his campaign.
When Sanders’ campaign ended, Schwartz voted for Hillary Clinton. His personal campaign became
“Not Trump.”
Instead of voting, the sophomore sociology major believes protests and demonstrations are a
more direct use of people’s energy.
So not 24 hours after Trump
was declared president-elect of the
United States, Schwartz stood in
downtown Sioux Falls for a peaceful
demonstration.
He gathered with people to
stand in solidarity with “marginalized groups particularly to be targeted under a Trump administration.”
“I just want everyone to be happy, and I just want everyone to have
an equal stake in the ‘American
Dream’ that all the people currently
with privilege have,” Schwartz said.
When President-elect Trump
received the majority of electoral votes, but not popular votes, it
strengthened Schwartz’s belief that
the American system was broken.
Schwartz has reasons to fight
for people and communities he
supports. A threatening message was written on an SDSU student’s whiteboard after the election
for having an LGBT+ flag on their
door, and Schwartz believes that is
a direct correlation to Trump’s win.
“Even if our government is
working against the communities
that some of us belong to or support it doesn’t mean that all is lost,”
Schwartz said.
But just because a portion of
Trump supporters behave that way,
doesn’t mean every Republican is
like that, he said.
“I know these are not the views

of every one group, and speaking
like this we have to take some liberties in some respect,” Schwartz said.
Schwartz understands polarizing people as Democrats and Republicans makes conversation easier. But he recognizes the divide between people and their beliefs and
is growing.
“We’re kind of compartmentalizing even further this bipartisan
system, so it’s becoming a bit more
what’s based on beliefs, which is
good and bad,” Schwartz said. “Especially with how radicalization is
bred through these distinctions —
it’s good because people are starting to think more about what they
want, not just what party they fall
under — but it also breeds caustic
radicalization.”
Schwartz isn’t in denial that
Trump can take office in January.
He just hopes the president-elect is
“more liberal than he’s let on.”
“This fight has been difficult,
and I just want there to be a silver
lining,” he said.
The Conservatarian
Gabrielle Swenson voted for
president like most people take a
test: she saved the hardest question
for last.
After sitting in the voting booth,
bubbling in ballot measures and
representatives, Swenson finally decided to vote for Trump.
The junior political science and
speech communications double major considers herself a “conservatarian.” She’s socially progressive but
fiscally conservative. She said she
had to make a choice to benefit the
Republican Party in the long term.
Swenson remained nervous
even after she turned in her ballot.

Continued to A3

After Barry Dunn was announced as president of SDSU,
he received thousands of letters,
emails, text messages and phone
calls congratulating him and
sending warmest regards.
However, Dunn said one
collection of letters sent to his
home was different from the
other congratulatory messages.
A simple brown envelope ar-

Ahmad Albalawi

Kali Lenhoff

Nate Stafford
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President Dunn receives supportive messages
from Sioux Falls Native American students
IAN LACK
Reporter

Duncan Schwartz

rived at President Dunn’s home
on May 7, almost two weeks after Dunn was announced president of South Dakota State University. Inside the package were
more than 30 hand-written letters from students in two Native American studies classes
at Washington High School in
Sioux Falls.
Many of these students come
from Indian reservations across
the country.
Dunn said these were not

Photo courtesy of South Dakota State University

Students from Washington High School in Sioux Falls wrote President Dunn over 30
hand-written letters. Dunn was presented with a star quilt after his inauguration.

just messages of congratulations,
but messages of support, solidarity and encouragement.
“They just brought tears to
my eyes because these were from
teenage high school students
who have been challenged with a
lot of things that I haven’t been,”
Dunn said. “They didn’t know
me, but knew my mother’s story
and they cared enough to tell me
that I have their support.”
Dunn’s mother was born on
the Rosebud Indian Reservation
and later left to earn a degree at
Iowa State University before returning to South Dakota.
After marrying, Dunn himself returned to the Rosebud Indian Reservation with his family
and lived there for 17 years.
The letters were sent to
Dunn by Washington High
School’s Native American studies teacher, Bruce Rekstad, who
has been teaching at the school
for about 15 years.
Rekstad said he proposed
the idea of writing letters to
Barry Dunn to his students after learning about Dunn’s Lakota heritage in the Argus Leader.
His students from both Native
American studies classes agreed
with him in reaching out to the
new president of the university.

Continued to A2

FLSA updates double
overtime salary threshold,
alters department budgets
PATRICK BOWDEN
Reporter
An increase to the Fair Labor
Standards Act will more than
double the threshold that dictates overtime pay for university employees.
The FLSA originally required any person under a
$23,660 yearly salary be allowed overtime salary. Now
that threshold has increased
to $47,476 yearly salaries.
With the changes, individual departments are required
to analyze and reallocate their
budgets to afford this federal
mandate. This tries to achieve
a work-life balance for employees, but could restrict
money given to student organizations as part of the General Activity Fee (GAF) structure.
The FLSA changes will go
into effect Dec. 1, 2016.
This salary threshold determines if an employee is eligible for overtime and is
meant to increase employee
pay or give them more time
off, according to Vice President of Student Affairs Michaela Willis. If an employee makes less than this new
cutoff amount, they can
be moved to overtime eli-

gible unless the university
brings their salary up to that
amount.
On the other hand, if an
hourly employee makes more
than this cutoff amount, they
will no longer be overtime eligible and may be switched to
salary pay.
While every employee will
be affected differently, the
overall goal of this mandate
is to put more money in the
pockets of middle class workers and improve work-life
balance for others, said Willis.
Departments affected include Student Affairs, Admissions, Residential Life,
the Wellness Center and The
Union, among others. Willis
said Residential Life and Admissions will feel the biggest
impacts due to their large
amount of employees currently eligible for overtime.
“So in my opinion, yes, it
needed to be updated, whether it needed to double — that
is another question,” Willis
said.
This update does not
come free, however, as this is
an unfunded mandate from
the federal government.
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DAILY CRIME LOG
11.2.16
• 10:03 a.m. @ Abbott
Hall. Theft.
11.4.16
• 11:55 p.m. @
Daktronics Engineering
Hall. Underage
Consumption.
11.5.16
• 3:19 p.m. @ Pierson
Hall. Vandalism/
Intentional Damage
to Property/Student
Conduct Referral.
11.6.16
• 12:50 p.m. @ SDSU
Police Department.
Stalking.
11.9.16
• 1:58 a.m. @
Southeast Lot. Simple
Assault.
11.10.16
• 11:31 a.m. @
Binnewies Hall. Petty
Theft.
• 6 p.m. @ Wagner Hall.
Petty Theft.
11.11.16
• 1:30 a.m. @ Pugsley
Lot. Underage
Consumption.

Classifieds
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From grit to glamour, the kings and queens emerge
TAYLOR VOEGELE
News Editor
Putting on makeup and getting
on stage helped Logan Hof become the person he is today.
Hof, known as Jessica on
stage, is a student performer for
the Drag Show.
The senior electrical engineering major, became interested in drag during his freshman year after seeing Brandonna, one of the regular performers, at the Drag Show.
“You put on the makeup and
you put on the wigs and most of
the people here don’t know who
I am in the first place, so if I
make a fool of myself, they don’t
know me and it’s fine,” Hof said.
SDSU held the third annual Drag Show on Nov. 3, sponsored by the Gender and Sexualities Alliance (GSA).
There were three to four
professional entertainers who
came from surrounding states
and two to three student performers.
The term “drag queen”
comes from a mash up of “drag,”
which started back in the theatre era with men dressing in
women’s clothing — the term
stands for “dressed resembling
a girl.” And the term “queen”
comes from an anti-slang word
for an effeminate gay man, according to the web article “How
Drag Queens Work.”
“Lines between man and
women, masculinity and femininity is just a joke, and we are
just going to blur that line and
that is what it has always meant

to me,” Hof said. “It’s not just
about portraying a woman or
portraying a man it’s just trying
to have fun. So I have just seen
it as to blur the line and make it
nonexistent.”
Student performers gain the
experience and knowledge of
what performing on stage is all
about. One of the professional entertainers who appeared
at the Drag Show was Kamaree
Williams.
Known off-stage as Kamaree
Harrison, Kamaree is a 24-yearold full-time entertainer.
“Tonight was fun, I really enjoyed coming here. This is about
my third year coming here and
it’s always fun to see everyone,”
Williams said.
Williams will have been in
drag for four years in May. She
first saw the entertainment aspect of drag after watching
RuPaul’s Drag Race and wanted
to be part of it ever since.
Williams wasn’t the only
professional entertainer at
GSA’s Drag Show. Tyler T. Love
is a leather crafter by day and a
drag and burlesque performer
by night.
For Love, the passion for
performing started when he
went to a gay bar in St. Cloud,
Minnesota. It was amateur’s
night and Tyler spent time practicing and ended up making
friends with the queens. After
that he started performing regularly.
At SDSU, Love said it is
great working with amateurs
or student entertainers because
it gives them an opportunity to

ask questions and reach out to
someone for help.
“I know that when I was
coming out, I didn’t necessarily
have the opportunity to ask a lot
of professional help,” Love said.
“If I can offer that to somebody
else I think that it is beneficial
for everyone, even myself. Being
of service is important.”
Love is a transsexual male.
Transsexual means a person
whose gender identity is different from their biological
sex, who may undergo medical
treatments to change their biological sex, often to align it with
their gender identity, according
to the International Spectrum
LGBT Terms and Definitions.
He knew that he was transsexual as he started performing. Getting involved with the
LGBT+ community helped him
explore his gender and help validate it, Love said.
In today’s world, drag shows
are more associated with gay
populations, though not all drag
performers are gay. There are
entertainers who call themselves a “female impersonator”
or “illusionist” to describe their
craft.
“A lot of people think of drag
queens as men dressing up and
performing as women, though
for me it is more of an art form,”
Williams said.
Drag performances and
cross-dressing mainly existed as
an underground culture during
the 20th century. The visibility
of drag queens increased alongside the LGBT+ communities in
the late 1960s.

This occurred following the
infamous Stonewall riots in
1969, according to “How Drag
Queens Work.”
Even with the chance of legal repression, drag queen communities began to organize
more formally in the mid-1960s.
Drag kings began to surface,
though the history of the kings
or “male impersonators” isn’t
quite as in-depth as the drag
queen counterpart.
The practice took hold in the
1990s and is largely attributed
to New York performance artist and transsexual Johnny Science, according to journal article, “Why act like a man?”
Science started organizing workshops to teach attendees about dressing like a man
and putting on makeup to help
transform themselves into a
man.
Williams reflected on her
past and her transition to the
person she is now. She doesn’t
want anybody to feel rushed or
pressured to figure out who they
are.
“Take your time, because I
tried to rush who I was and it
got messy. It wasn’t until I sat
down and studied myself and
my community because I didn’t
know a lot of my community,
the trans community,” Williams
said. “I was the only ‘gay one’ at
my school and I didn’t have anybody to go to. I would definitely suggest to take your time and
find the group because once you
are able to finally express who
you are everything will start to
fall into place.”

HELP WANTED / SERVICES
OFFERED: M&S Business
Cleaning. Hours from approx.
5 to 9 p.m., 1 to 5 days per
week available. For more
information call (605) 6901554.
Are you looking to make
some extra cash? Do you
want to be your own boss?
Join my team today! This
business is perfect for college
students because you work
when you want to work. All
you need is WIFI and a love
for social media. Programs
and incentives available! Contact Jenny at 605-864-0637
or visit www.jrj.myrandf.biz
for more information! Don’t
miss out on this amazing
opportunity!

LEXIE PRIEST • The Collegian

(TOP LEFT:) Tyler T. Love points out to the audience during one of his performances in the Gender and Sexualities Alliance Drag Show in the Fishback Studio Theatre on Nov. 3. (BOTTOM LEFT:) Brandonna Dupri LaReese
dances down the stairs after giving audience members individual attention. (TOP RIGHT:) Logan Hof, or Jessica on stage, a senior at SDSU, performs to Carrie Underwood’s song “Church Bells” in the Fishback Studio Theatre. (BOTTOM RIGHT:) Kamaree Williams gives an audience member a peck on the cheek during one of her performances on Nov. 3.

>> DUNN
Continued from A1
Barry Dunn later reached
out to Washington High School
and Bruce Rekstad to arrange a
meeting with the students from
the two classes a few weeks later at Washington High School.
Dunn brought “Barry Berry” ice
cream, SDSU shirts for the students and voiced his appreciation to the students for their
letters.

The president of SDSU also
invited Rekstad and his students to his inauguration ceremony at SDSU’s campus on
Sept. 29.
Resktad and a group of his
students arrived for the inauguration at the Coolidge Sylvan
Theatre and watched as Dunn
was officially installed as president of SDSU.
“I’m here to educate students, but I’m also here to try
to inspire them. This, in it-

self, is an inspiration to my students and shows them that
great things can be done by
one of them,” Rekstad said.
“Now they’ve seen that, a Native American man elevated to
president of the largest college
in the state.”
Rekstad and the students
presented the new president
with an orange and black star
quilt during the reception at
the Dana J. Dykhouse Stadium.
The quilt was created by a close

friend of Rekstad.
Emma Brands, a 17-year-old
senior at Washington High, was
among those who presented the
quilt to Dunn. Brands is from
the Standing Rock and Crow
Creek Indian Reservations.
“I think that he [Dunn] can
really represent us by representing Native Americans at the
college and be a strong voice
for us,” Brands said. “I feel really happy that he’s putting out
a better perspective of Native

Americans than what people
usually see.”
Brands said she plans on
graduating from Washington
High School next year and traveling before she begins college
next fall to study photography,
film and psychology.
“Personally, I think Barry Dunn was outstanding for
inviting us to meet with him
again, and I hope that we get
to see him more often,” Brands
said.
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She never supported Trump because she didn’t think he was
presidential.
She worked on the Ben Carson campaign and later on the
Ted Cruz campaign. Once Cruz
dropped out, she didn’t have
much hope for her party.
“I had no doubt in my mind
that Hillary Clinton was going to
win,” Swenson said.
She even bet money on it.
But as more states started
turning red on Election Night,
Swenson became excited. But
“carefully excited.”
“The people spoke, but what
if at the same time they screwed
up?” Swenson recalled asking
herself that night.
Regardless, she thinks
Trump deserves a chance. She’s
disappointed with the pointing of fingers and generalizing of
both parties. Although she’s Republican, she doesn’t think she’s
a racist, bigot or misogynist.
“There are norms, ideas and
almost stereotypes for each political wing, but I don’t think
they’re necessarily all true,” Swenson said. “... Everything’s relative. You can’t just classify one
group of people like that.”
As for Not My President protest campaigns, Swenson would
understand it more if “something bigger happened.”
“It was more understandable to me when they were doing
that with the Black Lives Matter group because people were
being shot, and that is something I think deserves more anger; otherwise their candidate
lost fair and square. I just don’t
see the Republican Party revolting like that if Hillary won,” Swenson said.
Swenson wants to see something good come out of all of
this.
She hopes to find “balance in
the midst of chaos.”
The Outsider
Growing up in a small, rural,
Nebraska community, Kali Lenhoff knew she was different by
the time she reached the fourth
grade.
She didn’t think the way other people did in her town. She
didn’t think the way her family
members did.
She’s a Democrat.
Despite how her family members voted, Lenhoff em-

braced Clinton “with open arms.”
“I have had some conversations with more conservative
friends or family members that
there is this assumption from
the beginning when I ask them
to explain why they feel that way
that I’m stupid because I don’t
see their way,” said Lenhoff, a
senior Spanish and family and
consumer sciences education
double major.
Lenhoff is starting to see this
divide she’s experienced with the
people closest to her on a national level. “Lib-tard” and other name-calling tactics are scattered across social media, creating a hostile environment
through a screen.
“I think it’s applied very
heavily in how we treat each other and that being given a screen
where we don’t have to own up
to the words we’re saying to people who are important in our
lives, we’re kind of self-destructing our own relationships,” Lenhoff said.
All she can see now is the divide growing.
Lenhoff wants to see it
shrink but feels something drastic will approach before people realize they need to be concerned. Americans are going to
keep up the “us versus them”
complex until that moment can’t
be avoided.
“I don’t see people coming
together for Trump, though. I
think that while he may be good
for the economy, I think there’s
going to be a lot of chaos, particularly surrounding social issues,”
Lenhoff said.
To mourn Clinton’s loss, Lenhoff wore all black the day after the election. The night of, she
started to cry.
“It wasn’t that I was mad or
angry that it wasn’t my candidate, I was honestly thinking of
all of my friends who fall into
categories [Trump] has talked
so poorly about,” Lenhoff said.
“It was empathetic crying, thinking about what must have been
going through their heads.”
Lenhoff assumes people
won’t rally behind Trump and
the divide might spread further.
But she wants to see people support education and America’s
school system. That’s the one aspect she hopes people come together for, if anything.
“The change starts by educating people, and it’s not necessarily an education in numbers
and facts, but what it means to
be a global citizen and a valuable

Electoral Votes

290

Donald J. Trump

Hillary D. Clinton

232

Popular Vote

60,834,437 47.2%

47.9%

61,782,016

Voter Turnout
Total votes cast

55.4%

2016

>> ELECTION
Continued from A1

sdsucollegian.com A3

The Collegian • News

Democratic votes cast

26.5%

Republican votes cast

26.3%

All figures obtained from CNN Politics.
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input in the world and how to
contribute to the world in a way
that’s meaningful and positive,”
Lenhoff said.
The one who couldn’t vote
The divide between Americans has always been there, according to Ahmad Albalawi.
As Albalawi sees it, it’s Republicans and Democrats. It’s
been that way for years.
“I didn’t see it as a big deal,”
Albalawi said about election results.
As an international student
from Saudi Arabia, he observed
the election and found it informative of the American system,
but he views the protests of the
election results as minor compared to the overall picture.
“People were shocked by the
results, but they’ll get used to it
and get things moving on,” said
Albalawi, junior biology and
chemistry student.
As Albalawi watched the
election, he supported Clinton,
but he wasn’t a big fan of either
candidate.
What Trump said in speeches
throughout his campaign were
extreme things Albalawi believes
won’t happen. There are rules
put in place to make sure Trump
is not able to do whatever he
wants, Albalawi said regarding
immigration and banning Muslims mentioned about Trump’s
campaign.
Although Trump said extreme things, Albalawi doesn’t
think Trump supporters are
necessarily a reflection of what
Trump said.

“He makes his supporters
look racist and other people who
are part of the country,” Albalawi
said. But Albalawi hasn’t been
threatened because of his religion or country of origin.
If anything, Albalawi believes
things will keep moving forward
for American people as they
have after past elections.
The Middle Ground
When President Barack
Obama won the presidency in
2008, Nate Stafford remembers
how Republicans voiced their
opposition to him by saying he
was a Muslim.
“Eight years have gone by
and we’re still here,” the history
education major said.
This divide isn’t new, but it’s
polarizing and blurs how people
view each other, Stafford said.
People cling to party identification for Republican or Democrat
because “when they have their
ideas, they latch on to them, and
unfortunately they fail to see
other sides or reach that middle
ground.”
Stafford was called a racist on campus the day after
the election when he wore his
Trump campaign shirt.
When someone focuses on
parties instead of people, they
start talking about people like
they’re an enemy, he said, rather than a person who thinks differently.
“It’s like we’re talking about
football teams. I’m a Chiefs fan
and somebody’s like a Broncos
fan, and we immediately have
that thing that separates us, but

it really doesn’t. We have our
own teams, but we both like the
NFL — we both like football,”
Stafford said. “Just like if you’re
a Democrat and I’m a Republican. At the end of the day we
both care about the well-being
of the country and everybody in
sight of that. I think people fixate on political party orientation
and they don’t see anything other than that.”
Stafford, a member of the
military, voted for Trump in
hopes of bringing the deficit
down, more support for the military, Obamacare reform and
a safer way to accept refugees
while keeping security of the
country intact.
It wasn’t until Stafford woke
up for physical training the
morning after the election that
he found out Trump was the
president-elect. He woke up believing people could come together now and unite.
“Bernie said it, Hillary said
it, Trump said it, Obama said
it — now the election’s over, it’s
time to come together. We’re not
Republicans or Democrats or
Libertarians. We’re Americans,”
Stafford said. “… Everybody’s entitled to their own opinion, their
own religion, their own way of
doing things so long as you’re
not actively infringing on other
people and their rights.”
The views and opinions represented in this article are not Nate Stafford’s
alone and do not represent the views
and opinions of the United States Army
or the State and Federal Government in
any way.
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Editorial

Issue:
The emphasis of athletics eclipses other areas at
South Dakota State University.
Sports have been part of our lives
since we were children.
Our parents put us in soccer,
basketball, volleyball, football, gymnastics — you name it and we probably participated in it at some point.
What once was the child who
lacked coordination but was forced
to play in every sport has grown into
a fanatical sports fan complete with
a foam finger and a colorful palette
of face paint.
This fervor has continued
throughout our lives and is now ever
present at the university level.
We, at The Collegian, want to
make it clear we love sports. Enjoying a Saturday football game is a
great way to spend a weekend. Many
students, alumni and community members have vivid memories of
standing in the football stands with
the sun warming their face as they
watch yellow and blue streak across
the field.
But it is a problem when athletics is given favor over academics.
Millions of dollars went to the
Dana J. Dykhouse Stadium. The stadium was unveiled this fall, yet it
has not reached seating capacity the
entire season. Yes, we realize the ex-

tra space was meant to accommodate future Jackrabbits, but it is ridiculous to build a stadium when
Scobey is mold-infested and other areas of the university need to be
improved as well.
Where are the millions of dollars going to academics? Where are
the full-ride academic scholarships?
What happened to the love of learning?
All these questions lead to a bigger question: why do athletics even
matter at an institution meant for
learning?
Money.
Monetary gain is the main reason athletics matter so much at
SDSU and universities across the
country. Donors are giving money
to the most visible part of campus:
sports.
We, at The Collegian, believe it’s
time for this to change.
Even within athletics, there is
a hierarchy of importance. Sports
that are the most visible like basketball and football bring in more donor dollars than many of the lesser-known sports.
This phenomenon leads to putting greater worth on individual

sports and athletes, creating an elevated illusion of worth of some
while eliminating the worth of others.
There is too much emphasis
placed on certain groups of athletes,
and other sports are often lost in the
shuffle. Each sport and individual
should be treated equally.
However, we, at The Collegian,
are realists. We realize that it is impossible to have each sport be treated equally because we have created
a system rooted in sports that bring
the most funding. An easy step to
rectify this situation is to be conscious of the emphasis placed on
each sport. If you attend a football
game then go watch a swim meet.
See? It’s that easy.
Better yet, if you attend a basketball game, spend the same amount
of time studying for your impending
final exams.
At the core of education, learning is more important than tailgating and seeing SDSU win a football
game against USD (even though it is
a hell of a good time).
Sports are fun.
Education is why we are here.
Simple as that.

“What’s the
weirdest thing
you’ve done to
show support
for a sports
team?”

“I ran through a shopping
mall in only my speedo.”

Elliot Ward

Consumer Affairs &
French
Sophomore

Stance:

The quality of academics should be more important at
the university than the quality of athletics.
The Collegian staff meets weekly and agrees on the issue of the editorial.
The editorial represents the opinion of The Collegian.

Finding your place in the Brookings community
ALEX BOGER
Columnist
This academic year marks my sixth year living in Brookings. But for most of my undergraduate degree, I thought Brookings was a
boring place to live.
When people asked what there was to do
in Brookings, I gave the same answer most
people in Brookings give: “Bowling ... uh ... a
movie, I guess? Drink?”
The real issue students have in Brookings is that they don’t consider themselves
part of the Brookings community.
They see a divide between community
members and students. They don’t try to become a part of community groups.
My last two years in Brookings have been
an entirely different story than my first four.
I found groups in the community that interest me.
I found a bicycling nonprofit called Bi-

cycle House (unfortunately on hiatus right
now) where I learned skills necessary for bicycle repair and maintenance. Finding this
nonprofit helped me realize my engagement
with Brookings had been surface level for far
too long.
Helping at Bicycle House got me interested in many new things. I attended city
council meetings to advocate for better bike
lanes in Brookings. I started supporting local artists and interacting with local rights
groups.
Why don’t students usually engage in
community activities?
For their first two years, students are
stuck on campus. Campus feels like an insulating blanket. Food is here, the campus puts
on some activities, you can even go to the
gym — why leave?
In order to help students engage in the
community, we need to expand our efforts.
We need to more actively promote our

community engagement festivals, getting
more than just banks and student organizations to come.
Most importantly, students need to act.
When students show interest in areas
outside of college, it gives community members a chance to see the future of America.
It lets them see that not all students just
want to party and make a lot of noise.
So do something outside of your comfort
zone.
Take a dance class from community education. Join a political debate group. Start
playing Dungeons and Dragons at the local
game shop. Join a book club.
Make Brookings the community you
want to live in rather than just complaining
about what it isn’t.
Alex Boger is an agriculture & biosystems engineering graduate student at SDSU and can be
reached at alex.boger@jacks.sdstate.edu.

Columnist discusses class attendance attitudes
KENDRA HINTON
Columnist
Over the course of my school career, I have
heard and seen many different mindsets on
being early, late or skipping class.
Every professor I’ve had encourages us to
attend their classes to learn the material and to
participate, as their job is to teach us. It would
be hard to teach us if we never showed up for
their classes.
There has been an issue with attendance in
university classes, but this is not a new problem. I heard what to expect even before I started university, but it was another thing entirely
to see a good portion of my classes in the first
couple of years absent.
As I have begun taking upper level classes, the class sizes have shrunk as they become
more specialized. By this point, not only do
we need these courses to graduate, but we at-
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tend because we are interested in the subject of the class. It is quite the stark difference
from the general attitude toward general education classes and one which I think needs to
improve.
I have noticed as I have begun taking upper level classes that seeing people never coming to class, or always showing up late, is not
quite as common. This is not to say lower level classes are any less important, especially because they form a solid base for you to stand
on once you reach the upper levels.
But there is a general attitude among students that 100-level and even 200-level courses are not that important because they’re the
“generals” — the basic courses. The level of difficulty varies between departments and colleges, but the base information is very important.
I know many students don’t share the
same opinion about lower level classes, as I re-
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call in one freshman-level history lecture. The
professor hardly took attendance, but still assured us that if we wanted to do well in the
course, we needed to attend. Logical, right?
As a freshman, I attended all but a few of
the classes, but it never hit me how many students were in the same class until it came to
exam day — nearly every seat in one of the Rotunda lecture rooms was filled. On a typical
class day, less than half of them were occupied.
I wish I had a more specific way to help
students consider those general classes as
more important. There is a certain amount of
laziness in many students that makes attendance to the “less important” classes lacking,
but there are also many other things going on
in everyone’s lives, and one still cannot fairly
generalize a group of 12,000 people.
Kendra Hinton is an English major at SDSU and
can be reached at kendra.hinton@jacks.sdstate.edu.
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Appreciate your angels in life Assist in the fight against trash
RACHEL ASTLEFORD
Columnist
Angels aren’t just limited to Heaven.
Some days, it’s easy to slip into a
mindset that has us feeling as though
the whole world is against us.
Personally, I’m generally a very positive person, but when stress and life hits
extra hard, I struggle to see the bright
side.
However, hearing a friend laugh or
seeing someone I love smile seems to
snap me out of that negative mindset.
When feeling down, getting an unexpected text message or call from someone special can make us smile from ear
to ear.
It’s those little reminders that angels
surround us all.
No, these angels don’t wear halos.
These angels aren’t perfect all the time
— they fail sometimes. Even so, they
make life so much easier, and they make
life worth living.
These angels are our friends and
family.
These angels include the kid who always says “hello” and asks how you’re
doing, even though they don’t really
know who you are.
These angels are the people who return your purse or wallet to the lost and
found when they could’ve easily stolen it.
These angels are the people who are
willing to pay for your meal because they
know you simply can’t afford one.

These angels are the friends hundreds of miles away who send a care
package just for the hell of it.
We are surrounded by angels.
We need to recognize them and show
our appreciation.
Think about all the times you’ve been
completely down in the dumps, moping
around and feeling sorry for yourself.
Who pulled you out of that slump?
Who made you smile and laugh even
though you didn’t feel like it? Who bent
over backwards for you?
Those are the angels you need to recognize.
Now that you’ve recognized them,
you need to show some appreciation.
Hug them a little tighter next time
you see them. Tell them “thank you” over
and over again. Call them just because
you want to hear their voice or laugh.
Leave them a little note that will leave
them smiling like a fool when they read
it.
Too many times in life we disregard
our angels and only recognize the “devils.” We forget to notice the blessings and
tend to fixate on the hardships.
It’s time to reverse that.
The moment you realize angels aren’t
only limited to Heaven is the moment
you’ll realize life isn’t as hard as it seems.
Rachel Astleford is a nutrition & dietetics major at SDSU and can be reached at
rachel.astleford@jacks.sdstate.edu.

JENNIFER MCLAUGHLIN
Guest Columnist
At the end of October, seven student
groups conducted a campus-wide cleanup.
The Honors College Student Organization’s service committee focused on sprucing up the residential Southeast Parking
Lot.
More than 30 bags of trash were collected across campus during just one
week.
I don’t know about you, but I know the
amount of waste around campus should
be less — much less. Alas, the number
above is true.
While it may have just been a result
of Hobo Day, trash lying across campus
is an unfortunately common sight. Many
times as I walk across campus, I pick up
trash along the way — food bags, beer
cans, loose paper and so forth. Sometimes,
I must stop collecting because my hands
are full.
So yes, there was Hobo Day, but, no,
trash across campus cannot be blamed on
homecoming week — trash is a daily part
of our campus.
Trash on the ground gives an impression that nobody cares. I hope this is not
true and the entire campus, students, faculty and staff, truly does care.
SDSU is our home. It’s home to you,
a student living in the halls, and you, a
student commuting to campus for a few
hours each week. It’s home to you, our fac-

ulty and staff, who are present on campus
eight hours a day. It’s home to our alumni.
We want our home to look its best to
those who visit our campus for tours, athletic events and speakers. And we want it
to look good for us — Jackrabbit pride.
Together we can change our campus
presence for the better with two simple
acts: don’t litter and pick up trash as you
stroll across campus.
Let’s look toward our friends to the
east.
I read an article about Michael Dukakis, former governor of Massachusetts.
He carries a bag for collecting trash as he
walks to work — Dukakis is currently in
his eighties.
I recently saw another story, about a
man from the Netherlands, Tommy Kleyn.
He dedicated 30 minutes a day filling
up one bag of trash as he passed by a polluted waterfront on his way to work. He
continued this activity until the area was
clean. As noted in his article, many people
commented that they wished there were
more people like him.
I believe there can be more people like
Michael Dukakis and Tommy Kleyn.
I urge you to take pride in your home
at SDSU. Avoid littering and when you see
trash on the ground, set an example by
picking it up. Each of us can be the “more
people like” Tommy Kleyn.
Jennifer McLaughlin is the Sustainability
Specialist at SDSU and can be reached at jennifer.mclaughlin@sdstate.edu.

Columnist refutes Ron Ness’ statements on the DAPL
BENJAMIN HUMMEL
Columnist
In September, President of the North Dakota Petroleum Council Ron Ness, released
an article stating that the Dakota Access
Pipeline was not being fairly covered by the
media. Over the past week, this article has
started to circulate social media again, receiving a variety of responses.
Ness proposed that press coverage is
solely focused on a “narrow sliver of the
Great Plains populace,” which in my opinion is laughable.
Press coverage is focusing on the affected populace.
American Indians living in the Standing Rock Indian Reservation will have
their main source of drinking water within 90 feet of a pipeline transporting around
470,000 barrels of crude oil a day.
They have the right to protest this not
only due to environmental and health concerns, but also because of the 1851 Dakota
Land Cession Treaty. This treaty is the same

one that established the reservations these
tribes were confined to.
Even back then, no governmental institutions, structures or other permanent installations were permitted without the express consent of the tribal council.
The government would not go back on
an upheld treaty with another country, so
why should they violate one made with its
own people?
Ness also talks about the people of Bismarck and other DAPL-supportive communities in his article. He discusses how
jobs would be lost and how the state
wouldn’t receive $129 million in tax revenue.
These are legitimate concerns for the
state’s economy.
However, what he neglected to take
into context is when the same people supporting that pipeline — which was originally going to run much closer to Bismarck
and surrounding communities, asked for
it to be rerouted onto a reservation. They
thought that it was a valid health concern.

Then, without hesitation, many of those
same people suddenly flipped on the issue
when the protesters started appearing at
construction sites.
If the federal government will listen to
the concerns of a primarily white community supportive of the DAPL, why shouldn’t
they consider the criticism and protests
of an American Indian community that
doesn’t?
If Ness is implying that 8,000 to 12,000
jobs take precedence over the health and
well-being of the thousands of individuals
who currently live there, then he is explicitly placing financial gain over the quality of
human lives.
Toward the end of his article, Ness reassures readers of the lack of environmental
impact, stating the U.S. Engineering Corps
has cleared the DAPL as safe.
However, they have cleared disastrous
projects in the past, and there are no real
guarantees this will not be another.
Even a quick glance at their recent projects evokes a sense of uncertainty. The New

Madrid Floodway Project, for example, did
not fix any of the local flooding problems,
and actually resulted in the destruction of
fish habitats.
Unsafe, ineffective structures are built
and funded by federal and state governments all the time, regardless of their possible consequences.
Furthermore in Ness’ article, he said
there was “a time and place” to discuss the
merits of the pipeline project, and he was
correct.
That time was spent in closed-door sessions, with minimal attendance and no negating parties.
This is an issue that requires legal revisitation, if not warranted by the newfound
controversy surrounding its construction
on American Indian land, then at least for
its newest developments of the unwarranted treatment of peaceful protesters.
Benjamin Hummel is an English and speech
& communications major at SDSU and can be
reached at benjamin.hummel@jacks.sdstate.edu.
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International Week brings
the world to Brookings
MAKENZIE HUBER
Managing Editor
International Education Week
is a time for students to learn
about different cultures, traditions and meet international
students at South Dakota State
University.
But Kanishka Jayasooriya,
International Relations Council
president, recognizes it as something more than a learning opportunity.
“I remember when I first
came here three-and-a-half
years ago, no one was talking to
me, and I wasn’t talking to anybody. I was scared, and that’s
how it is,” Jayasooriya said.
Many international students
come to SDSU with this same
feeling because it’s an entirely
new setting for them. But “that’s
why we do this,” said the senior
electronics engineering technology major. The annual celebration is a way to include everyone
and come together to learn and
have fun.
“A lot of friends I have right
now, I met them over the years
that I was part of this … I met a
lot of domestic friends through
International Night and
they made me feel welcome,”
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Jayasooriya said.
Students and community
members can attend different
events throughout International
Education Week Monday, Nov.
14 through Sunday, Nov. 20, including:
· International presentations each day during lunch on
the Market Stage in The Union.
· International Bingo at 6
p.m. on Wednesday, Nov. 16 for
attendees to test their international knowledge.
· International Dress Day
on Friday, Nov. 17 where any
student can dress up in their
traditional dress for a chance to
win a gift certificate.
· International Night 2016
at 6 p.m. on Sunday, Nov. 20 in
the Volstorff Ballroom.
International Night is the
“grand ending of the week” featuring a majority of the 85 different countries represented at
SDSU.
This year’s theme is World at
your Fingertips, with six dishes
from five different countries in
an all-you-can-eat buffet.
“You don’t have to leave
Brookings to get a taste of [the
world],” Jayasooriya said. All
that’s required is a ticket to International Night.

>> FLSA
Continued from A1
In order to pay for this onetime update, Willis does not anticipate a GAF increase and instead said departments are reallocating money to pay for these
changes.
“We’re working on how we
can absorb that without impacting students,” Willis said.
But Students’ Association
President Ally Helms said these
changes may still have internal
budgeting impacts on the GAF.
SA oversees the $9.62 University Activity Fee and Budget
Committee portion of the GAF
that breaks down into tier one
and tier two subcategories.
Helms anticipates the tier
one load to increase with the
FLSA changes, which pays for
the Wellness Center and Student
Union expansions and maintenance fees. Student Affairs may
push some of their payments
into this GAF subcategory in order to afford these FLSA update
costs, she said.
“While it may not raise GAF,
the tier one budgets may take
more out of the GAF than before. As tier two budgets get
pinched down, that makes our
budgeting a lot harder and
makes our cuts [for tier two] a
lot more,” Helms said.
Tier two of the UAFBC group
includes money for all-inclusive clubs, speaker funds, special

allocation funds and new club
venture funds.
“If we need to end up compensation for tier one, some
funds may not be available for
some of those clubs,” Helms said.
Despite an apparent scarcity
of money, Willis said changes to
the FLSA will not cause any layoffs around campus. In fact, Willis believes it will be healthy for
departments to “take a hard look
at what they’re doing” in terms
of budgeting and tidy things up.
Marc Serrett, associate vice
president of Human Resources
believes these changes will positively impact SDSU employees. However, he also believes
the change could have been introduced differently into the system.
“[This mandate will] either
restore that work-life balance
for some of those employees or
it puts more money in those employees’ pockets, which is always a good thing,” Serrett said.
“Doing it all at once isn’t nice
from the employer standpoint. It
would have been nice to do it in
chunks.”
Going from salary pay to
hourly pay can negatively affect an employee’s morale and
can be seen as a pay regression
rather than a pay raise, Serrett
said. About 100 of the affected 160 university employees will
go from salary with overtime exemption pay to hourly wage with
overtime eligibility.
“The big impact is morale.

The overtime exemption was a
status thing for some people and
going back to hourly [pay] is a
back step,” Serrett said. “It just
feels like you’ve less autonomy.”
According to Serrett, university employees paid through
grants will also be affected by
this mandate since grants do not
honor wage increases. Most departments have not been able to
receive compensation for wage
increases by those who gifted the
grant money.
The changes most felt
around campus will be shifts in
some employees’ work hours,
Willis said, emphasizing that
these employees will not be any
less committed to their jobs nor
the students.
“The flexibility changes,
that’s what students will see
more of … I think it’s important
for students to know that this is
a good thing for the employees
and in no way showing the staff
don’t want to be here at those
hours — it’s about creating that
balance,” Willis said. “My team
is very concerned about the student impact.”
While the university acclimates to these new changes to
the FLSA, university officials assure both employees and students that these changes are being made for the better.
“It’s going to be an adjustment for folks, but in the long
run it offers them more protection and it’s a good thing,” Serrett said.

SDSU archives capture moments of history
DIANE DYKES
Reporter
The archives in Hilton M. Briggs Library unlocks a door to the history
of South Dakota and South Dakota
State University.
The room not only gives people a
quiet place to study and work, but research materials as well.
According to Michele Christian,
head archivist, the SDSU archives are
for collecting and preserving history.
“We have a lot of different types
of materials in the archives,” Christian said.
The SDSU archives and special
collections portion of the library has
two archivists and several other employees.
The archivists organize materials by creator, such as South Dakota
congressmen and SDSU presidents.
A majority of artifacts in the archives center on South Dakota history and the history of SDSU, but there
are also materials from other parts of

the world.
Christian said one of the purposes of the archives is to provide assistance for research projects.
The archives employees have digitized some of their materials so researchers can download information.
Although not everything can be digitized, the archives contains photographs of athletes, Hobo Day celebrations and SDSU yearbooks online.
According to Christian, the archivists preserve these artifacts by
putting photographs in protective
sleeves to protect them from skin oils
and keeping the artifacts in storage
areas throughout the library when
they’re not needed.
SDSU acquires these artifacts by
donations or purchases made by the
university. Some of the artifacts come
with background information about
them.
The archives also has an inventory of all their collections online. Students and researchers can call and
ask questions about the artifacts the

library has and the background information of it.
Christian recommends people
contact archivists ahead of time so
they can find the materials and get
everything ready.
The archives also has exhibits,
with the most recent display featuring Hobo Day memorabilia, including buttons and photographs.
Sydney Tuttle, senior English major, works in the archives.
Her project is to work with “anyone who’s made an impact here at
SDSU.”
Tuttle works with the instructional repository, a website that will
have dissertations and theses, as
well as working with other archivists
to put together different collections.
Tuttle enjoys working in the archives because she gets to see the
progression of history.
“It’s really cool to see the history there and then how it’s also progressed and changed,” Tuttle said.
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Michele Christian goes through and sorts Senator Robert Kennedy’s paper and photographs to archive on Oct. 21.
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Deer tags returned after EHD outbreak
MARK SANDQUIST
Reporter
An outbreak of epizootic hemorrhagic disease (EHD) in
South Dakota has caused a voluntary return and refund process for deer hunting licenses in
areas impacted by the disease.
EHD is a blood-borne disease impacting deer, elk, bighorn sheep and pronghorn, according to Andy Lindbloom,
senior big game biologist for
the South Dakota Game, Fish
and Parks. It is a viral disease
spread by biting gnats, which
are also called midges or nosee-ums, in the late summer
months. EHD causes fever and
internal hemorrhaging, and
can lead to illness or death in
deer.
“The number of cases [in an
area] varies widely, from very
few to thousands, and often is
worse in years of drought,” said
Kip Adams, the director of education & outreach and certified wildlife biologist at Quality
Deer Management Association
in Bogart, Georgia.
Historically, EHD has only
been seen in southeastern
states, but it has since expanded across much of the whitetailed deer range. In recent
years, South Dakota has seen
variable numbers of EHD-related deaths. 1,674 deer have
been reported dead this year
alone.
This has prompted many
South Dakota deer hunters to
return their purchased licenses
and let deer numbers rebound
in their hunting areas.
About 600 firearm, archery,
youth deer and muzzleloader licenses for the 2016 season have
been returned to date, but officials expect those numbers to
rise.
“The refund process has
provided a good option for

hunters who feel the disease
has impacted the area they
planned to hunt,” Lindbloom
said. “We expect some people to
request refunds all the way up
to the deadline.”
All East River Firearms
units are available for refund,
with only units 45A and 45B in
Lyman County eligible for the
West River season. Archery and
youth season hunters were eligible to return tags, as long
as the hunter had not hunted
this year and returned the license prior to Nov. 1. All muzzleloader licenses are available
for refund, but they must be returned before the season begins.
In addition to the refund
process, the SDGFP also removed leftover unsold licenses
after the third drawing for the
East River Firearm Deer season
in the following units: Aurora,
Brule, Buffalo, Douglas, Hand,
Hughes, Jerauld, Miner, Sandborn, and East and West Sully.
In all, 1,251 deer licenses were
removed from these units.
EHD has mainly impacted
areas of central and southeastern South Dakota. The three
counties with the highest number of reported deer deaths
this year due to EHD are Brule
(204), Beadle (179) and Aurora (157).
Although these counties
have been hit hardest by EHD,
the disease has affected a wide
range across the state.
“Samples have been submitted from several areas of reported deer loss, and the diagnostics laboratory at South Dakota State University has verified the EHD virus in whitetailed deer in 21 counties,”
Lindbloom said.
D.J. Loken, senior wildlife
and fisheries major, has seen
the effects of EHD firsthand.
On a bow hunting trip in Sully

County last month, he found a
nice buck that had fallen victim
to EHD only 50 yards from the
Missouri River.
He also heard that EHD-related deer deaths were higher
in counties south of where he
was hunting.
“I know it hit the Chamberlin area pretty hard this year,”
Loken said. “I was out there in
October, though, so I’m sure I
missed a few deer that people
had already picked up.”
Although 2016 has seen elevated EHD mortality rates for
South Dakota deer, it hasn’t
been the worst in recent years.
The most substantial losses
from EHD were seen in 2012,
when 3,714 deer were reported dead.
That year was also high in
EHD-related cases on a national scale. In 2012 alone,
the Southeastern Cooperative
Wildlife Disease Study estimated more than 65,000 deer died
as a result of EHD.
Detailed records of reported EHD deer mortalities in
South Dakota only date back
to 2007. Reports have been as
low as zero some years, but in
the thousands others. An average of 950 deer die from EHD
around the state every year.
Allowing hunting licenses
to be returned when EHD hits
hard is unique to South Dakota. In fact, Adams was very surprised by the decision made by
SDGFP.
“This is a great measure by
the South Dakota Game, Fish
and Parks,” Adams said. “This
is not common in other states.”
More information on the
disease, along with a map
showing areas around the
state impacted by EHD, can be
found on the SDGFP webpage
under the Deer Hunting section.

Deer in the headlights
Rut causes largest number of
collisions throughout year
MARK SANDQUIST
Reporter
Annually, November accounts for nearly a quarter of all reported vehicle accidents with wild animals in South Dakota.
According to the South Dakota Department of Public Safety, from 200415, November was the busiest month
over this 11-year period for motor vehicle accidents with animals, at 12,618 reported crashes total, followed by October, at only 7,479 in the 2004-15 timeframe.
Last year alone, South Dakota drivers had 1,067 crashes with wild animals
in November.
Motorists report accidents with a
variety of wild game species, including
big game, such as buffalo and elk, and
small game, like pheasants and geese,
but the majority of incidents can be
contributed to one suspect.
“Generally speaking, about 95 percent of all wild game and vehicle accidents involve deer,” said Lee Axdahl, director of the Office of Highway Safety.
South Dakota is home to a strong
deer population across the state. Being
the most abundant big game animal,
deer near public roadways can create
headaches for drivers, especially during
the time of year known as the rut.
Occurring each November, the rut is
the period when deer are looking to find
a mate to breed with. It typically lasts
only a few weeks, but during this time,
deer stray far outside of their known
home grounds and into unfamiliar territory. This can cause safety problems,
not only for deer themselves, but for
people traveling on roadways around
the state.
Deer spend much of the rut on their
feet, more than any other time of the
year. Couple that with tendencies of
deer to be unpredictable around vehicles and in new terrains, and that spells
a recipe for disaster.
“Sometimes they’ll be standing in
the middle of the road or in the ditch,
and other times they’ll jump out of nowhere and you can’t do anything,” Ax-

dahl said.
Corey Clark, senior agronomy major, knows the unpredictability of deer
all too well.
After an evening of fishing last year,
Clark and a friend were making their
way back to Brookings. It was a dark
night, and they were traveling through
rural Kingsbury County very cautiously.
Although they were focused and
alert, a small doe ran full-speed across
the road from the driver’s side, hitting
their truck’s grille and totaling the vehicle.
“It was really crazy, the deer came
out of absolutely nowhere,” Clark said.
“There wasn’t any time to hit the brakes
or anything.”
As Axdahl advises, the best way
to react is to not swerve, but rather drive right through the collision
with the deer. Additionally, he recommends driving with your high beams
on during low-light conditions, such as
dawn, dusk and at night, which Clark
and his friend had on at the time of the
collision. Using high beams and illuminating as much of the road as possible helps limit the number of accidents
with deer while driving.
So far in 2016, of the 3,172 reported
wild animal crashes statewide, Minnehaha County has the highest, with 273
reported through the end of October.
Pennington County is a close second
with 254, followed by Lawrence County at 170.
In the past 12 years, Minnehaha
County averaged more than 450 vehicle
accidents with wild animals annually.
Over the same time frame, South Dakota statewide has averaged 4,673 incidents per year, so expect to see 2016 totals continue to rise.
As the statewide statistics show, taking extra precaution during the month
of November is imperative to reducing
crashes with wild animals. Even so, a
vehicle accident with a deer can happen
to anyone.
“Right afterwards, I was so shocked,”
Clark said. “I couldn’t believe how fast
everything happened.”

EHD facts
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Deer may be infected with peracute, acute or
chronic forms of EHD infections
Peracute infections cause fatalities in deer
within eight to 36 hours
EHD can cause fluid swelling in the head,
eyelids and lungs
Along with impacting white-tailed and mule
deer, EHD affects many other big game animals, along with domestic cattle and sheep
In 2016 thus far, 1,674 deer have been reported dead due to EHD in South Dakota
Around 950 deer die annually from the disease in South Dakota
Areas of central and southeastern South Dakota are impacted by EHD the most
EHD occurs yearly in deer populations in the
southeastern United States
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JOE MAYROSE
Guest Columnist
As an avid outdoorsman, I’ve had
my share of hunts play out perfectly. Everything happens as expected and the hunt ends with
wild game in hand.
I’ve had just as many hunts,
though, not go as planned. This
has kept me humble, and has
made me a much better hunter
over the years.
I have realized that success in
hunting isn’t always about what
you harvest, but rather the memories made while afield.
Being from Iowa, it didn’t
take long for me to see just how
amazing duck and goose hunting
is in South Dakota.
Simply put, South Dakota is a
waterfowl hunter’s paradise.
Unfortunately, a recent hunt
I was part of turned into a humbling experience. Nonetheless,
it was a hunt I won’t forget anytime soon.
On Friday, Nov. 11, my roommate, Mark, two of our friends,
Dan and Jacob, and I embarked

on a memorable trip.
Preparation for the hunt began the night before. After loading our decoys, waders and shotguns into the truck, we topped
off the gas in the boat, made sure
coffee was ready for the morning
and headed to bed early, knowing
we’d have only a few hours to rest
before the alarm clocks would
chime.
After arriving at our spot,
we began throwing diver decoys from the boat in five to six
feet of water. Our other decoys,
most of which were mallards,
were placed closer to shore, with
two pockets on either side of us,
allowing ducks an area to land
close enough for a shot.
The brisk November air coupled with a stunning sunrise left
no regret in waking up hours
before sunrise on a scheduled
school day off. As the sun crept
slowly over the horizon, the sky
began to fill with ducks.
Hundreds of diving ducks
scooted effortlessly across the
open water, keeping well away
from our decoys and ignoring our

enticing calls.
Finally, a lone drake bufflehead made his was left-to-right
along the outskirts of our decoys
spread. With a single shot, one of
my friends dropped the beautiful
drake. After a round of high fives
on the nice shot, we retrieved the
bird and took cover once more.
Little did we know, though, it
would be our only opportunity to
harvest a bird all morning.
What we guessed was more
than 2,000 divers, mallards and
geese made their way around the
lake or out to other bodies of water, but nothing came nearly close
enough to shoot.
Although we didn’t harvest
nearly as many birds as we would
have hoped, having quality time
in the outdoors is the most important thing.
I’m sure a limit of ducks
would have made a great morning even better, but trying a different type of duck hunting on
big water made this hunt one
that I’ll never forget.
After all, the memories we
make is what it’s all about.

THE

A small harvest, but memories made

A recipe for the times your hunt went well or you
accidentally ran into that deer...
Food for the Foodie: Marinated Venison Chops
Ingredients:
• 8 venison chops (with bone in)
• 1 cup olive oil
• 2 tablespoons soy sauce
• 4 teaspoons Montreal Steak seasoning
Directions:
1. In a large glass bowl, combine the olive oil, seasoning and
soy sauce.
2. Add the chops while making sure each chop is covered
with marinade.
3. Marinade in the refrigerator for 30 to 45 minutes.
4. Place the chops on a charcoal or gas grill over medium/
high heat. Cook the chops until they are medium to medium/rare. Serve.
Recipe retrieved from “Wild Game Simple: Simple recipes for wild game
and fish.”

Jack’s Weekly

Horoscopes
Aries

Don’t leave anything to
chance. By not taking
control of the situation,
you could miss out on
the best carrots in the
patch. This is also true
when it comes to a
fellow Jackrabbit. Love
is in the air — don’t let
it go.

Libra

You may be a star
jumper or lightning
fast runner and
not even know it,
Jackrabbit. Don’t be
afraid to try different
things. You never know
— you may find your
hidden talent while
you’re at it.

Taurus

You may be feeling a
little more jittery than
normal, causing your
rabbit foot to shake out
of control. Though it
may be a good thing to
share what is testing
your nerves, it may be
best to think before you
speak.

Scorpio

Has hopping to a
different rabbit village
been on your mind
lately? It’s time to visit
different vegetable
patches and see the
world. In the process,
you may find where you
want to build your next
rabbit den.

Gemini

You are spoiled with
opportunities and
vegetable variety this
week. No matter what
path you choose, you
are going to succeed
this week. The world is
your garden — don’t be
afraid to explore.

Sagittarius

When you have a
moment, take a break
from hopping and
reflect. You may find
an inspiring idea. If so,
follow your instincts
and run with it. Quality
carrots and bags of
Hobo Dough could be
waiting if you do.

Cancer

This is the week to have
a rabbit get together.
Invite fellow buddies,
pick a lot of delicious
carrots, drink some
strong carrot juice and
have a hopping time.
Just don’t get so carried
away that it gets in the
way of your work.

Capricorn

Don’t accuse someone
of stealing your carrots
without actually
knowing it was them.
Jumping to conclusions
doesn’t help anyone.
Take some time,
breathe, eat a carrot
and let the truth come
out on its own.

Leo
If you’ve been feeling
like going it alone,
think again, Jackrabbit.
Pairing up with
another rabbit may be
beneficial in the long
run, since you could
plant twice as many
carrot seeds in half the
time.

Aquarius

You may be attracted
to Jackrabbits who
hop to their own beat.
Those who stick to one
routine and only ever
visit one carrot patch
may seem boring lately.
But sometimes you just
have to spice up what is
already there.

Virgo

You may feel like you
have to jump so high
to reach your goals, but
don’t be deceived. Don’t
push yourself to jump
too high or run too fast
even if you’re being
competitive. Pacing
yourself will be much
better in the end.

Pisces

If you have a lot of
seeds to plant this
week, it may be helpful
to have a plan in order
for you garden. This
will make planting go
much easier. Just don’t
let the planning phase
make you lose interest
in the overall goal.

Sports

B1

sdsucollegian.com/category/sports • @CollegianSports
November 16, 2016

LEXIE PRIEST & MAKENZIE HUBER • The Collegian

On Nov. 12, the Jacks beat South Dakota 28-21 at home in the Dana J. Dykhouse Stadium, bringing them only one win away from their first Missouri Valley Football Conference championship. The Jacks play for the championship against the Northern Iowa Panthers on Nov. 19, at 4 p.m. in Cedar Falls, Iowa.

One win closer to a conference championship
TRENTON ABREGO
Sports Reporter

The South Dakota State Jackrabbits ran away from the South Dakota Coyotes Saturday night and
defeated the instate rivals 28-21.
The Jacks have now won eight
straight games against the Coyotes since 2000.
“It’s a big win [over USD] but
we aren’t going to get too caught
up in it,” said SDSU Head Coach
John Stiegelmeier.
With the win, the Jacks improved to 7-3 overall and 6-1 in
the Missouri Valley Football Conference. With a win over Northern Iowa next weekend the The
Jacks would win the MVFC for
the first time in school history.
It would be the first conference championship for the Jacks
since 2007, when they won the
Great West Football Conference. That is SDSU’s only conference championship in the past
40 years.
The Jacks are also playing for
a chance to get a bye in the FCS
playoffs, which is awarded to the
top-eight teams in the country
selected by FCS Playoff Committee. SDSU is No. 8 in the top-25
media poll.

SDSU proved able to get the
victory against USD in a way they
haven’t done all season — on the
ground.
The Jacks ran for a total
of 415 yards, which was a season-high and had four touchdowns on the ground. They came
into the matchup averaging 143.6
rushing yards per game and usually relied on the passing game to
carry them to victories.
The Coyotes limited the Jackrabbits to just 28 points and
holding junior wide receiver
Jake Wieneke and junior tight
end Dallas Goedert both to under 50 yards and no touchdowns.
USD held the Jacks to 215 passing yards, which is 113 yards fewer than their season average.
“I thought 28 would probably
be a good number, obviously you
got to stop the running game and
they got too many big running
plays,” said Bob Nielson, head
coach for the Coyotes.
Junior Brady Mengarelli went
for 161 yards on 21 carries and
sophomore Isaac Wallace had
102 yards. It was Wallace’s second 100-yard game on the season, and the first for Mengarelli.
Senior Kyle Paris also saw action

in the game as he had ten carries
for 74 yards. Sophmore quarterback Taryn Christion also ran for
79 yards on 12 carries.
“We had over 400 yards rushing — that’s crazy, credit to those
guys. They’ve been working
hard,” Christion said.
Defensively, the Jackrabbits
held USD quarterback Chris Streveler, who came into the game
as one the top rusher in the conference, to just 55 yards. Streveler was averaging 88.1 yards per
game heading into the game.
The Jackrabbits will head
south this weekend to Cedar
Falls, Iowa, for a showdown with
the Northern Iowa Panthers, who
are 5-5 on the year and 4-3 in
conference play.
All of the Panthers’ losses
have been down to the wire, as
their average margin of defeat is
about four points.
In the last outing for the Panthers, they beat Western Illinois
30-24. Led by sophomore quarterback, Eli Dunne who had 209
yards on 19 completions for two
touchdowns and an interception. Senior running back Michael Malloy had 19 carries for 92
yards and two touchdowns.

For Northern Iowa, they have
a defense that has been stout all
year. They led the Missouri Valley in interceptions and passing
defense. The Panthers only gave
up 333 total yards to the Western
Illinois Leathernecks, who have
one of the better offenses in the
Missouri Valley.
Defensively, the Panthers are
led by senior defensive lineman
Karter Schult who leads the conference with 16 sacks. Junior defensive back Malcolm Washington has four interceptions in seven games.
For the Jackrabbits, Mengarelli and senior Nick Carr won
weekly conference honors. Mengarelli won MVFC Offensive
Player of the Week and Carr won
MVFC Offensive Lineman of the
Week.
The Jacks have gone by the
motto “go 1-0 this week.” This
week that 1-0 would mean a
conference championship and
Stiegelmeier knows how important that would be for SDSU.
“I’m going to bring that
up this week, because it’s our
captains’ and seniors’ goal,”
Stiegelmeier said.

Impressive season
Otzelberger brings in a new
energetic era to Jacks basketball ends in penalty kicks
CALEB CHRISTENSEN
Sports Reporter
Change is hard. The Jacks men’s
basketball team is adjusting to
change this season following
the departure of former Head
Coach Scott Nagy and two of
their three top scorers.
T.J. Otzelberger was introduced on April 14, 2016 as
the new head men’s basketball
coach at South Dakota State
University after Nagy left to
pursue a job as head coach at
Wright State.
“It’s been a great place for
my family, as much as my career
is important to me, my family is number one,” Otzelberger
said. “Brookings is a great family town, college town and the
people are awesome. Really have
embraced our family and let us
in and made us feel welcome.”
Otzelberger has some big
shoes to fill as he becomes the

first new head basketball coach
in more than 20 years. He has
brought some experience with
him from Iowa State and the
University of Washington.
Otzelberger served two separate stints as an assistant coach
at Iowa State, covering eight
seasons. He began his first stint
at Iowa State as an assistant
coach under Greg McDermott,
who is now the head coach at
Creighton. He was later elevated to associate head coach in
2010 by Fred Hoiberg, who is
now head coach for the Chicago Bulls.
He was a part of several winning seasons under the direction of McDermott and Hoiberg.
He helped them achieve back to
back Big 12 championships in
2014 and 2015.
“Fred (Hoiberg) is an unbelievably strong offensive minded head coach,” Otzelberger said. “I’ve been fortunate to

have worked under three other
head coaches that have been really successful as well. Whether
it’s been Greg McDermott, Steve
Prohm, Fred Hoiberg or Lorenzo Romar, I have been really lucky to learn from those guys
when I was under them.”
Otzelberger said Hoiberg
was great out of timeouts and
knew how to play the mismatches and that helped him prepare
for when he became head coach.
Otzelberger was fortunate to
coach against some of the best
coaches to ever coach the game
in Mike Krzyzewski of Duke,
Bill Self of Kansas and Roy Williams of North Carolina, all of
whom are future hall of famers.
Those experiences, he said, really prepared him for later when
he eventually became head
coach here at SDSU.

Continued to B4

HANNAH NIEMAN
Sports Reporter

The South Dakota State women’s soccer team ended its season
with a loss Friday night in the
first round of the NCAA tournament. The Jacks fell to Nebraska 3-0 on penalty kicks after a
scoreless draw in regulation and
overtime periods.
The Jacks found themselves in their third consecutive
shootout, but after claiming the
previous two games in the Summit League Tournament, they
saw their luck run out as Nebraska advanced in the tournament.
“Anytime you have to go to
penalty kicks the third time in a
row it’s the adage of ‘live by the
sword, die by the sword,’ where
at some point you fear you’re going to run out of luck, and that’s
what happened to us,” said Head
Coach Lang Wedemeyer.
Despite Friday’s loss, the

Jackrabbits still have a lot to celebrate from this season.
The team made Summit
League history after claiming its third consecutive Summit League Tournament Championship Title on Nov. 5. SDSU
defeated Denver 4-2 on penalty kicks in the semifinals and
advanced to the championship
where they took down Oral Roberts in penalty kicks, 3-2, and
earned an automatic bid to the
NCAA tournament for the third
year in a row.
The Jacks landed four players on the All-Summit Tournament team, including redshirt freshman goalkeeper Maggie Smither, sophomore defender Kyli Nelson, junior midfielder Tori Poole and senior defender Lindsee Larson. Smither was
also named the tournament’s
Most Valuable Player.

Continued to B3
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JACKRABBIT
BASKETBALL
Men’s

Jacks go cold in California
ANDREW HOLTAN
Sports Editor
The South Dakota State men’s
basketball team will look to
bounce back after losing their first
two games of the season when
they take on the Wayne State
Wildcats Wednesday, Nov. 16.
The Jackrabbits fell in their
first two outings of the season on
the road, losing to California 8253 on Friday, Nov. 11. They then
fell to University of California Irvine Monday by the score of 7358.
The Jacks shot only 28 percent
in both outings and let their opponents shoot just under 50 percent.
“I think we didn’t make early and dug ourselves a hole in both
games,” Head Coach T.J. Otzelberger said. “That allowed them
to sink down on Mike Daum and
made it tough to get it down low.”
SDSU hung around in the first
half against California and trailed
40-32 with 18:14 remaining in the
game, but Cal would go on a 30-3
run to take control of the game.
“It’s the first game, new guys
at the guard positions, which
slowed us down,” Otzelberger said.
“We needed to find poise, which
is something we’re searching for
and Cal’s a very good team and
you have to play well against those
types of teams to give yourself a
chance.”
Junior forward Reed Tellinghuisen led the Jacks in both games
scoring 14 points against Cal and
15 points against UC Irvine.
Even though the Jacks lost in
both outings, Otzelberger found
some positives in the games.

“I think we’ve done a better job
taking care of the basketball, especially with the young backcourt we
have,” Otzelberger said. “We also
won the free throw battle in both
games, which is something we
talked about.”
The Jacks turned the ball over
12 times in both games. They shot
81 percent from the free throw
line against Cal and 76 percent
against UC Irvine.
Up next for the Jacks will be a
visit from Division II foe Wayne
State. The Jacks are 15-1 all time
against the Wildcats and defeated
them 80-53 last year. This will be
the fourth year in a row SDSU will
play WSU.
WSU comes into the game
with a record of 1-1. They defeated
Missouri Western 70-57 in their
first game of the season, but then
fell to Northwest Missouri State
76-58.
The Wildcats are led by sophomore guard Kendall Jacks, who is
averaging 15.1 points a game and
shooting 57 percent from the field.
Tellinghuisen leads the Jacks
in scoring, averaging 12.5 points a
game, but is shooting only 31 percent from the field. Redshirt sophomore Mike Daum is not far behind, averaging 11.5 points a game
and shooting 25 percent from the
field.
The Jacks come into the
game with a 29 home-game winning streak — third longest in the
NCAA. The game is scheduled to
tip off at 7 p.m. Wednesday, Nov.
16, at Frost Arena.
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Women’s

Miller scores 1,000th point
CALEB CHRISTENSEN
Sports Reporter
The South Dakota State women’s
basketball team opened their season
with wins over the Creighton Bluejays
and Southern Illinois University Edwardsville Cougars at Frost Arena this
past weekend.
On Friday night, the Jacks defeated the Bluejays 63-56 in their season
opener.
“It was a good win against a very
good team in Creighton,” said SDSU
Head Coach Aaron Johnston. “Creighton is excellent in all phases, they are
deep, they’re good offensively and defensively. If you look at the stat sheet
we were pretty much identical except
we made a few more free throws.”
The Jackrabbits led at halftime 3024 and outscored Creighton 18-8 in the
third quarter. Creighton would storm
back in the fourth quarter and cut the
lead to 56-51 with 2:31 remaining, but
the Jacks would make five out of their
last six free throws to clinch the victory.
“It was hard to score tonight, the
end of the third quarter really killed
us,” Said Creighton Head Coach Jim
Flanery. “To fall down that much, when
we hung in for most of the game really killed us. We did some decent things
to keep ourselves in the game in terms
of defense and on the glass, but they
hit some big baskets to keep the game
away from us.”
Junior gaurd Kerri Young had 17
points, four rebounds and four assists,
while junior forward Ellie Thompson
had 15 points and seven rebounds for
SDSU.
SDSU then took on SIU Edwardsville on Sunday. The Jacks got out to
a hot start leading 18-4 with over half
of the opening quarter left to play and

never looked back on the way to an 8249 win.
Macy Miller scored her 1,000th career point in the game and became
the 33rd player in SDSU women’s basketball history to score 1,000 or more
points. Miller ended the game with 18
points to lead the Jacks.
“It’s a nice accomplishment. I can’t
thank my teammates enough for finding me when I’m open and passing me
the ball,” Miller said. “It means a lot
to me, but it’s not something I think
about. While a lot of people in my family have scored 1,000 points, I don’t put
that pressure on myself.”
She became the seventh member in
her family to score more than 1,000 career points in their collegiate careers.
“It’s an even bigger accomplishment
to get it during a win,” Miller said. “The
way we played today was a great feeling.”
Senior guard Kerri Young and sophomore guard Madison Guebert contributed 14 points each to the win. Young
is only 44 points shy of becoming the
34th member of SDSU’s 1,000-point
club.
Miller, Guebert and Young had 36
of the Jacks’ 44 first-half points. When
the Cougars scored on their first possession of the first half to make the score
44-25; that marked the only time the
Cougars came within 20 points.
“Not just one person sticks out on
our team,” Miller said. “It can be Ellie
here, Kerri there and Maddie, too.”
Up next the Jacks begin a four-game
road trip when they play in the Hawkeye Challenge Saturday and Sunday in
Iowa City, Iowa. The Jackrabbits play
Montana in the opener at 10 a.m Saturday and then play either the University
of Massachusetts or Iowa University at
either 11:30 a.m. or 2 p.m. Sunday.
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>> SOCCER
Continued from B1
Six Jackrabbits were selected to the All-Summit League
Women’s Soccer teams, including three First Team honorees.
Poole, Larson and junior
forward Nicole Hatcher were
named to the First Team while
senior midfielder Madison
Yueill was a Second Team pick.
Smither and freshman defender Alexa Hepner earned spots
on the All-Freshman team.
“It’s great to have these individuals recognized by the
conference for their quality
play this season,” Wedemeyer said.
Larson was picked as Summit League Defensive Player
of the Week in September and
played more than 1,400 minutes in the regular season on
the backline that posted eight
shutouts.
Poole started all 18 regular season games for the Jacks
and ended the season with six
goals. She is now a three-time
All-Summit League First Team
selection during her career.
Hatcher finished the season with 10 assists, ranking
first in the conference and
third all-time in the SDSU single-season record book.
Yueill and Hepner both
started all 18 games of the regular season. Yueill finished the
year with four goals and two
assists. Hepner played more
minutes than any other player on the SDSU roster, logging
1,970 total minutes and setting
a new SDSU single-season record for minutes played.
Smither finished first in
the Summit League in save
percentage with .911, goalsagainst with 4 and goalsagainst average with 0.34 —
an SDSU single-season record.
Wedemeyer said he’s proud
of his team’s efforts throughout the whole season and the
chemistry they showed both
on and off the field.
“I thought they were just
wonderful in how they worked
together and supported each
other,” Wedemeyer said. “The
effort in training day after day,
even by players that weren’t
necessarily guaranteed playing time on the weekend, was
great and at a very high level of team-first mentality. I’m
just very proud of the players
and all the great efforts that
they put forth.”
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New name remembered in SDSU football history
TRENTON ABREGO
Sports Reporter
Jake Wieneke has been rewriting
the history books this season.
The list of honors Wieneke
has accumulated in his three years
on the football field is lengthy. The
Associated Press, American Football Coaches Association, STATS
and the Missouri Valley Conference placed Wieneke on their first
teams in 2015.
In just his third season,
Wieneke is now the South Dakota
State career receiving leader with
3,944 yards, breaking Jeff Tiefenthalers’ career yardage record,
which stood for 30 years.
“It’s a blessing because there
has been a lot of great people
coming through this school and
this league,” Wieneke said.
In all three years that Wieneke
has seen the field, he has turned
in 1,000-yard receiving seasons.
In the 49-24 win over the Missouri State Bears on November
5th, 2016, Wieneke became the
Missouri Valley Football leader in
career receiving yards. Wieneke
overtook a record of 3,876 career

yardage previously set by Dedric
Ward, who played for Northern
Iowa from 1993-1996. Ward went
on to play in the NFL for several
teams, such as the New York Jets,
Miami Dolphins, Baltimore Ravens, New England Patriots and
Dallas Cowboys.
Wieneke leads the FCS in
touchdown receptions with 14,
and doesn’t show any signs of
slowing down. He is sixth in receiving yards, and teammate Dallas Goedert is second. Wieneke is
sixth in receiving yards per game
as well.
He has 41 career receiving
touchdowns, which broke the
SDSU record that was at 32 and is
tied for the MVFC record.
He needs 15 more receptions
this season to turn in the highest
reception total in school history,
and 18 to become the Jackrabbit
with the most career receptions.
The standout receiver is also
on pace to surpass his previous
yearly receiving yardage total of
1,472, which is the second highest
total in school history. His yardage
total stands at 1,068 on the year.
But Jake Wieneke isn’t con-

cerned about breaking records
— he isn’t even aware of what records he has broken.
“I don’t even know what records I have broken, like maybe
the yards one but people come up
to me and congratulate me on it,”
Wieneke said.
For the receiver, it’s not just
school records he is toppling.
Wieneke has recorded 21 games
in which he has had more than
100 receiving yards, seven shy of
the FCS record set by the standout receiver Terrell Hudgins,
who played for the Elon Phoenix.
Hudgins was signed to the Dallas Cowboys practice squad and
played for the AFL Chicago Rush.
Also, Wieneke has set four of
the 10 top single-game receiving
yards with his best career 205yard performance against Southern Utah in 2015.
In the offseason, Wieneke was
a preseason first-team All-American and a member of the FCS
Offensive Player of Year watchlist. Taryn Christion and Dallas
Goedert were also added to the
watchlist in the middle of the season.

Perhaps the biggest play of the
season so far for the Jackrabbits
came in the Dakota Marker with
five seconds remaining. Wieneke
beat the coverage of the Bison cornerback Jalen Allison and put
the Jacks on top to win the rivalry game.
“The ball was in the air and I
knew I had to catch it,” Wieneke
said.
Not only does Wieneke excel on the football field but also
in the classroom. He has been on
the MVFC Honor Roll in 2013,
2014 and 2015. Wieneke was also
a recipient of the MVFC Commissioner’s Academic Excellence
Award in both 2014 and 2015.
“He’s a better person than he is
a student or athlete,” said Jackrabbit head coach John Stiegelmeier
on his radio show.
Wieneke said he isn’t concerned about his yards or touchdowns, just putting his team in
the best position to win.
“I’m just going to do anything
to help the team win, and not
worry about breaking those records ‘cause in the process those
things will happen,” Wieneke said.

WIENEKE RECORDS

PREVIOUS RECORDS

SDSU Career Receiving Yards

SDSU Career Receiving Yards

3,944 yards

3,621 yards

SDSU Career Touchdowns

SDSU Career Touchdowns

Held by Jeff Tiefenthaler

41

32

Held by Jeff Tiefenthaler

Missouri Valley Career
Recieving Yards

Missouri Valley Career
Recieving Yards

3,944 yards

3,786 yards

Missouri Valley Career
Touchdowns

Missouri Valley Career
Touchdowns

41

Held by Dedric Ward
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Jake Wieneke, junior physical education teacher education major, has broken multiple
SDSU and Missouri Valley Football Conference records.
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@sdsucollegian

41

Held by Dedric Ward
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Volleyball falls
to Coyotes in
season finale
SCOTT ENGEN
Sports Reporter
The South Dakota State volleyball team
lost their final match of the season to
South Dakota in Vermillion on Saturday. They lost in three sets, 25-11, 25-15
and 25-23.
The Jacks end the season with a record of 5-23 overall and 4-12 in league
play. USD, finished up the season 24-6
and 13-3. The Coyotes are co-champions of the Summit League.
“We did some things well, we just
weren’t good enough to combat what
they (USD) were doing,” said SDSU
Head Coach Nicole Cirillo.
In the box score, USD dominated
SDSU in every category except blocks.
Freshman Elizabeth Loschen led the
Coyotes with 14 kills. Junior Brittany
Jessen racked up 38 assists and sophomore Lauren Mattison got 17 digs for
USD.
The Jackrabbits were led by senior
Ashley Beaner, who had 12 kills. Freshman Ashlynn Smith had 3 blocks, sophomore Mattison Munger recorded 29
assists and 13 digs and junior Ellie Benson added 14 digs, which led the team.
“USD plays a great game of volleyball, they don’t give a lot of points … we
had to earn a lot of our points, and they
did a great job of passing well and running their offense,” Cirillo said.
The two teams had about the same
amount of errors: 12 for SDSU and
11 for USD, but the Coyotes tallied 13
more kills than the Jacks.
SDSU will lose six seniors this year:
Megan Farnham, Brooke Letham, Nazya Thies, Ashley Beaner, Mikala Hora
and Garet Miliner. SDSU lost five seniors last year, so coach Cirillo knows
how to handle player turnover.
“Losing half the team to graduation
means we have to gain another half of
the team moving into next year, and we
already discussed that on the bus ride
home on Saturday,” Cirillo said.
The team will be very young next
season, with only one senior in Ellie
Benson.
“We will have a lot of time to break
down their skills and rebuild them. We
will be transitioning a few girls into
some different positions,” Cirillo said.
“Being able to teach them the expectations and how to play that position, versus what they did all fall will be fun and
new challenge for those girls.”
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>> OTZELBERGER
Continued from B1
“To see how they composed themselves
on the sidelines and with their team really helped with how I act on the sidelines
and in the huddles,” Otzelberger said.
He said the players have helped him
transition into his new role of head coach
tremendously, and they have noticed a
couple changes from last year’s team as
well.
“At first it was a little bit of an adjustment for everyone, new system, new offense, new coaches,” said redshirt freshman guard Cole Gentry. “I think I speak
for the rest of the team we all enjoy
it, all the new energy the new coaches have brought. We can really connect
with them off the court as well as on the
court.”
During the Jackrabbit Tipoff Otzelberger engaged in one of their loose ball
drills drawing laughs from fans and players. That energy is something that the
players have noticed and like.
“It gives us a pop in our step and
more energy in practice when we see
coach engage in practice as well,” Gentry said.
Gentry said communication is a lot
better than last year. He feels he can con-
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nect and talk to the new coaching staff
for a game.
freely.
Gentry and King both said they know
Among other players returning from
everyone is excited for the season to get
last year that have had a taste from both
started. Otzelberger is also ready to get
old and new coaches is sophomore Tevin
the season underway after a long offseaKing. King played in all 34 games with
son.
two starts as a freshman under Nagy and
“It’s something that’s been on the
feels there is also a difference in the two
mind for a while now,” Otzelberger said.
coaching styles.
“I’m excited to see our guys go out and
“I think it’s great. Transitioning over
compete and challenge ourselves this
from Nagy you can see the style of play
season.”
change,” King said. “First time meeting
T.J. you could
tell he was
ready to go, I
love that and
his personality.”
King said
he loves the
new energy
that has been
brought in
with a younger, more energetic coaching
staff. He likes
how Otzelberger breaks down
FILE PHOTO • The Collegian
everything and
With
assistance
from
his
son
Jayce,
T.J.
Otzelberger
prepares
for his first season in
shows players
Brookings as the new head coach of the men’s basketball team. Players enjoy the
how to prepare energy he gives from the sidelines.

SDSU finds another diamond in the
rough with freshman middle linebacker
HANNAH NIEMAN
Sports Reporter
What do Zach Zenner, Nate Wolters and
Christian Rozeboom all have in common?
All three are obviously talented, but
more so, they are all dedicated to being the best. According to Head Football Coach John Stiegelmeier, these three
are young men who have made a choice
to maximize both their opportunities and
their abilities.
“Nate Wolters shot a thousand balls a
day. Zach Zenner took every opportunity
for 12 months, for five years to be as good
as he could. Zach Zenner made himself
an NFL player,” Stiegelmeier said. “Christian [Rozeboom], early in his career, is
doing the same thing. He’s taking care
of his body, he hasn’t let college change
him. He’s got a lot of gifts and he’s maximizing them.”
For the last decade, SDSU has proven
to have a knack for finding diamonds in
the rough. Like Zenner and Wolters, Rozeboom came to SDSU with little fanfare,
but quickly made his presence known
during his first year in a Jackrabbit uniform.
After a strong spring season, the
Jackrabbit coaching staff decided to start
Rozeboom, who was tasked with replacing four-year starter and middle line-

backer T.J. Lally.
“Christian is really in the same exact role that T.J. was as a freshman,” said
linebackers coach Jimmy Rogers . “You
know, T.J. had two, three guys around
him that really knew what was going
on so it made it easier to play the position. It’s the same thing now for Christian, he’s got Dallas [Brown] and [Jesse] Bobbit next to him, and they just help
him out and it allows him to think less
because they’re constantly communicating to him.”
Between the help from the upperclassmen and Rozeboom’s natural athletic ability, the redshirt freshman has developed into the Jackrabbits’ defensive
leader on the field.
“He’s had a great impact in a lot of
ways,” Stiegelmeier said. “Number one,
he’s really young for what we’re asking of
him, and he’s responded. He’s accepted
it and we keep giving him more. He lines
up the defense, he leads the defense, and
not only does that, he leads them in production, also. He has had a phenomenal
year as a leader, a player and a difference
maker.”
Though he tends to leave the vocal
leadership role up to fellow linebacker
and senior Jesse Bobbit, Rozeboom has
recognized that it is up to him to lead by
example, despite being an underclassman.

“Just being the middle linebacker
you have to be a leader,” Rozeboom said.
“I have to be a leader already. I’m not so
much the vocal leader, that’s kind of Bobbit’s job. I’m just trying to be that example of working hard and doing the right
thing both on and off the field.”
Rozeboom currently leads the team
with 98 tackles and two forced fumbles,
and shares the team lead with a pair of
interceptions. The Sioux Center, Iowa,
native has been honored twice this season as the Missouri Valley Football Conference Newcomer of the Week, and was
recently named to the initial watch list
for the STATS FCS Freshman Player of
the Year award.
“He’s a freak, athletically. He’s one of
the best we’ve had here,” Rogers said. “He
does an awesome job and he cares a ton.
At the end of nights, he’ll text me and
ask me ‘Did I do this right?’ and I haven’t
gotten that ever from someone, especially
from a young guy.”
Stiegelmeier expects Rozeboom to
continue to work hard and grow as both
a leader and a player, and feels that the
linebacker’s future at SDSU is bright.
“To me, the sky’s the limit,”
Stiegelmeier said. “He’s very dedicated,
academically and athletically. I expect
him to have a great career here.”

